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To: Parents and Bus Passengers 

 
Riding the school bus is a privilege. Student transportation is a special service provided 

to students in many California school districts, but California Law does not require it. 

The following information and rules presented in this safety plan have been developed to 

insure all students receive safe and dependable transportation. 

 

This information to parents, schools, and student riders is intended to help explain the 

rules covering district bus service, and the reason for them.  

 

(5 CCR 14103) and (13 CCR 1217) 

Pupils transported in a school bus or in a school pupil activity bus shall be under 

the authority of, and responsible to, the driver of the bus also the driver shall be 

held responsible for the orderly conduct of the pupils while they are on the bus or 

being escorted across the street, highway, or road. Continued disorderly conduct 

or persistent refusal to submit to the authority of the driver shall be sufficient 

reason for a pupil to be denied transportation. A bus driver shall not require any 

pupil to leave the bus in route between home and school or other destinations, 

unless the pupil is given into the custody of a parent or any person designated by 

the parent or school.  

 

A bus driver can have up to 84 student passengers sitting behind them at one time. 

Along with the responsibility of orderly conduct, the driver is also expected to 

operate the bus safely in traffic. In order to accomplish this, orderly conduct is a 

must. The safety of the group cannot be compromised by the actions of any 

individual. 

 

Presenting Bus Pass 

Students will be required to resent a bus pass EACH time they board the bus. 

Grades K-5 NOT resenting a bus pass will be issued a warning notice with up to 4 

offenses before being denied transportation 

Grades 6-12 will be on a NO PASS NO RIDE policy.  Driver will not allow a 

student in grade 6-12 to board a bus going to or leaving school without a bus pass. 

 

Consequence for NO pass upon boarding (K-5th ONLY) 

1st Offense- Written warning five to student by driver 

2nd Offense- Parent notified by phone and written warning given to student. 

3rd Offense- Parent notified by phone and mail. Written warning given to student. 

4th Offense- Student will be DENIED transportation for the remained of the current 

semester after parent has been notified by phone and mail. 
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Evacuation Drills  

There will be at least one bus evacuation training drill done each year for all students 

who ride the bus. In addition, each time a bus leaves a school on an activity trip, the 

students and teacher are given instructions on emergency evacuation, location of first 

aide kit, location of fire extinguisher, and the rules that are expected to be followed 

by each passenger.  

 

Walking Distances 

The walking distance for pre-kindergarten through 8th grade is 1 mile. For 9th through 

12th grade is 2 miles. If a child lives further than these distances from the school 

they attend, they may be eligible for bus transportation. For more information on 

bus stops in your area, contact your school site, or the Transportation Department at 

822-5275. 

 

School Bus Danger Zones 

The danger zones around the outside of the school bus are approximately 12 feet from 

the bus, around the entire perimeter of the bus, with the front, right side, and rear 

being the most dangerous.   

 

Walking to and From School Bus Stops: 

 

1. Go directly to and from the bus stop. 

2. Plan the safest route with the fewest streets to cross. 

3. If possible cross streets at corners, using crosswalks if available. Look in all 

directions before crossing, and when safe, walk across the street. Always obey 

traffic signals. 

4. Do not run out in the street from between parked cars or shrubbery. 

5. Walk to and from school bus stops out of the roadway facing traffic. 

6. Never accept a ride from a stranger. 

7. Leave home early enough so you do not have to run to catch your bus. 

 

Conduct at School Bus Loading Zones: 

 

1. Stand in a line facing traffic so you can see the bus approaching. Stand back 10 

feet from where the bus will stop. Do not approach the bus until the driver opens 

the door.  

2. When loading at a school, follow the directions of the driver or person on bus 

duty. Stand back the required 10 feet from the bus in a line until the driver opens 

the bus doors.  

3. Never go under any bus to retrieve something you have dropped. Ask the driver 

for assistance.  
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4. Destroying property, playing in or running on the street, or any type of horseplay 

at a bus stop is dangerous and prohibited.  

5. When waiting to load or unload the bus, students are the direct responsibility of 

the driver or school staff, and they must follow their directions. 

6. School buses can only stop at designated bus stops. If you miss the bus, have your 

guardian take you to school. Never run after your bus if you miss it. 

 

Procedures to determine if pupils require escort across a highway or private 

road: 

 

1. The school bus driver shall escort all transported students who must cross a 

highway or street on which the bus is stopped, where traffic is not controlled by a 

traffic officer or official traffic signal. 

2. The school bus driver shall ask at each school bus stop if anyone must cross the 

street on which the school bus is stopped in order to reach his or her destination. 

3. The bus driver shall review student rosters/addresses/route sheets to determine if 

students need to be escorted across the street.  

 

Procedures for all pupils pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, and grades 

1 to 8 to follow as they board and exit the appropriate school bus at 

each pupil’s school bus stop:  

 

 
1. The school bus driver will monitor pupils as they exit and board at each 

school bus stop and trip destination to ensure the pupil is boarding the 

appropriate school bus and exiting at the appropriate bus stop.  

2. Assigned school site staff will monitor school-loading zones and assist 

students in boarding the appropriate school bus.  Gate numbering systems will 

be utilized to ensure the pupils board the proper school bus.  

 

Procedures for boarding and exiting a school bus at a school or other 

trip destination:  

   
1. The school bus driver along with assigned school site staff will monitor pupils 

exiting the school bus before school, and will monitor pupils boarding the 

school bus after school to ensure orderly and safe exiting and boarding.  The 

school bus driver will have this same responsibility on activity trips.  

2. Students should board the bus one at a time and move quickly to an open seat. 

3. If a student drops papers or other objects while boarding the bus, he/she 

should get the attention of the bus driver.  Never go under or near the school 

bus to retrieve objects, since the bus driver may not see you. 
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4. No pushing shoving or horseplay is allowed when exiting or boarding a school 

bus. 

   

 

A current copy of this plan shall be retained by each school subject to the plan and made 

available upon request to an officer of the Department of the California Highway Patrol.  


